A Very Australian Story: From Strangers to
Family through Community Sponsorship

Whether Jewish or Muslim “we all breathe the same qir”

In 2025, when Naima Ali Farah and her adult son Feisal Abdi Sugal
arrived in Melbourne through the Community Refugee Integration
and Settlement Program (CRISP), they expected safety and a fresh
start. What they did not expect was to become part of an extended
family.

Their story has since touched audiences across Australia, featuring
in an episode of ABC's Australian Story, on the front page of The
Age and in The Sydney Morning Herald. Together, these stories
highlight the powerful role community sponsorship can play in
building social cohesion and fostering meaningful relationships
across faiths and cultures.
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Having endured an unthinkably violent attack in Somalia and after spending nine years as
refugees in Kenya, Naima and Feisal arrived in Australia through the CRISP, a program that
matches refugee households with local community supporter groups who help them settle into
their new communities. They were paired with Hope for Eden, a group largely made up of
friends from Melbourne's Jewish community who came together to welcome and support
refugees through the program.

Before meeting, both sides had uncertainties. As recalled by group member Nicole Schlesinger
in The Age, members of Hope for Eden wondered whether Naima and Feisal as practicing
Muslims would be comfortable being supported by a group of Jewish Australians. Those
concerns quickly disappeared. From their first video call, the relationship felt natural, warm and
genuine.

Once they finally landed in Melbourne and throughout the following months, Hope for Eden
helped Naima and Feisal navigate life in Australia. They sourced temporary accommodation,
connected them with essential services, helped arrange medical and dental appointments, and
supported Naima to begin the process of obtaining a prosthetic hand. But what developed
went far beyond practical settlement support.

At a time when public conversations about religion and conflict can often feel divisive, Naima,
Feisal and Hope for Eden demonstrated a different reality. Together they celebrated Jewish and
Muslim traditions, sharing Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, Ramadan and Eid. As Naima told The
Age: "We are Muslim, they are Jew. We celebrated Rosh Hashanah and Hanukkah with them,
and they came to our house for Iftar during Ramadan... It's like one big family."

The friendships were built not on religious labels, but on shared humanity. Feisal reflected in his
interview published in The Age: "We didn't go on whether people are from a certain religion, we
go on whether people are good." He added, "If you want to get to know someone, know them
for who they are, not their religion, not the colour of their skin."

The relationship has been equally meaningful for the members of Hope of Eden. Speaking to
the ABC, Nicole said the experience "gives you hope that you can meet people from a different
culture, that you can build bridges."

Today, the connection continues beyond Hope for Eden's formal 12-month commitment under
the CRISP. The group remains actively involved in Naima and Feisal's lives. In Naima's words "We
are one family."

Their story is a powerful example of what happens when people are supported to come
together across differences: understanding, trust and friendship.
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https://iview.abc.net.au/video/NC2602Q020S00
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/NC2602Q020S00
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